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Summary
The southern Agribusiness Trials Extension Network project with the Wallup Ag Group in 2011 involved undertaking a canola 
trial, demonstration, field day and forum with trade displays ('Expo') and attendance at the AOF oilseed supply chain 
academy.

The trial improved our understanding of nitrogen management in canola in the medium rainfall zone. It also gives growers 
knowledge of how to reduce fertiliser rates in canola - below the old 'rule of thumb' rates - without costing yield through 
timely application. As nitrogen is the single biggest input cost, at least for OP canola, lower rates reduces some of the 
financial risk associated with growing canola in an unpredictable climate. The cost of growing canola and other break crops, 
combined with unreliable yields in dry years, has been a major deterrent for growing canola in the drought in the northern 
Wimmera.
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The Expo attracted more than 70 people and served to raise the confidence in growing canola in the northern Wimmera and 
bring growers up to speed on new developments since the onslaught of the drought, which decimated canola plantings in 
the area in the early 2000s. It focussed on overcoming the barriers of canola production, and a technical update for growers 
who have dropped canola from the rotation. The emphasis was on tactics to manage risk, while covering the basics for 
growers who have not grown canola for a number of years.

The Expo also included new aspects of canola agronomy (new research findings) and New Products, e.g. Roundup Ready®#

canola, juncea canola, hybrids.

Information generated from the trial and provided at the Expo has been published in the local media, Ground Cover and the 
International Plant Nutrition website.

Report Disclaimer
This document has been prepared in good faith on the basis of information available at the date of publication without any 
independent verification. Grains Research & Development Corporation (GRDC) does not guarantee or warrant the accuracy, 
reliability, completeness or currency of the information in this publication nor its usefulness in achieving any purpose. 
Readers are responsible for assessing the relevance and accuracy of the content of this publication. GRDC will not be liable for 
any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred or arising by reason of any person using or relying on information in this 
publication. Products may be identified by proprietary or trade names to help readers identify particular types of products 
but this is not, and is not intended to be, an endorsement or recommendation of any product or manufacturer referred to. 
Other products may perform as well or better than those specifically referred to. Check www.apvma.gov.au and select 
product registrations listed in PUBCRIS for current information relating to product registration.

Copyright
Grains Research and Development Corporation. This publication is copyright. Apart from any use as permitted under the 
Copyright Act 1968, no part may be reproduced in any form without written permission from the GRDC.

Old or Archival Reports (Projects that concluded in 2007 or earlier)
The information contained in these older reports is now several years old, and may have been wholly or partially superseded 
or built upon in subsequent work funded by GRDC or others. Readers should be aware that more recent research may be 
more useful for their needs. Findings related to agricultural chemical use are also potentially out of date and are not to be 
taken as a recommendation for their use.
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